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Hotline makes it ‘Safe2Tell’

Rachel Alexander
The Daily Record 

Cañon City schools are implementing a new tool to keep students safe and administration informed about what is happening in the facilities. 

The Safe2Tell hotline was developed in response to recommendations from the Columbine Commission’s report and the Safe Communities-Safe Schools initiative. The hotline offers students and parents an anonymous way to report everything from bullying to planned school attacks. The line is answered and dispersed by trained operators at the Colorado State Patrol Communications Center. 
Susan Payne, a 17-year veteran of the Colorado Springs Police Department, founded Safe2Tell in 2003. She was in Cañon City on Monday to present the program to Cañon City High School and community officials. 

CCHS Principal Clyde Tarrance decided the program would be important for the district to implement. “We really don’t have a program in place,” he said. “When (an incident) gets to Officer (Chuck) Nish and I, it’s pretty much at the top.” 

The school has peer counselors for minor disagreements and administration intervention but nothing in between, Tarrance said.  “It gives the kids a chance to report some things that we could help with before it gets to a crime,” he said.  The program is fully Colorado based and has inspired state legislation to protect the anonymity of reporters, Payne told school staff.  

Research by the U.S. Secret Service shows that in 81 percent of violent incidents in U.S. schools, someone other than the attacker knew it was going to happen, but failed to report it, according to Safe2Tell literature. 

Between September 2004 and September 2008, the hotline received over 3,700 calls resulting in 1,118 tip in 121 Colorado cities and 49 counties. The tips included 97 suicide preventions, 28 school attack preventions, 91 incidents of child abuse, 356 incidents of bullying, 51 incidents of sexual misconduct and 90 reported guns and weapons. 

Tip reports are sent to local school administrators and law enforcement to investigate. Tarrance hopes the program will help reduce the amount of time administrators spend working through frivolous issues between students.    “When we get it from (Safe2Tell) we’re going to know it’s a real issue,” he said. 

Tarrance hopes to have the program fully implemented in time for the Christmas holiday, when depression among students is known to increase. He said involving the entire district, parents, mental health resources, Cañon City Police Department, the District Attorney’s office, probation and other community organizations will be vital to the program’s success. 

“We’re not going to get this to work if we don’t all work together,” he said.  He said Superintendent Robin Gooldy is fully behind the implementation district-wide and that CCHS will function as the local pilot school.   “We don’t have the major, big city issues, but we’re starting to have a lot of little issues,” Tarrance said. “Is this a complete Band-aid to cure all, no. But I’m very excited about it. It’s a good program for our kids.” 

Presentations about the program will be given to students at the high school in early December. Tips can be called in to 1-877-542-SAFE or entered at www.safe2tell.org.


